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Vocabulary – Ancient Rome

Vocabulary term                                                                     Definition                                             

Omens Signs of what is to happen.
Soothsayers read omens to predict future events.

social 
order

The way groups of people were classed.

Upper Class – wealthy landowners, nobles, priests
Middle Class – farmers, traders, city workers
Lower Class – enslaved people

Necropolis Cemetery outside of the Etruscan city.
Etruscans believed that life after death lasted longer and was more 
important than life on Earth.

Forum Public square in an Etruscan city.
Forum housed a palace, government buildings and law courts.

Municipal Relating to a city.  
Rome's present day municipal government is located on one of the 
seven hills the Etruscans built their temples on. 

Consuls Administrators and military leaders.
The head of the Roman Republic were two consuls who were 
chosen each year. 

Veto The power to say no.
The two consuls of the Roman Republic had the power to veto the 
acts of the other.  Both had to agree for a law to pass.

Tribunes Government officials who protected the rights of the plebeians. 
They were part of the Roman government. 

legion Military formation in Ancient Rome.  Legion contained 5000 
soldiers. Legion was divided further into groups of 60 -120 
soldiers.  Smaller and faster than the Greek phalanx.  

legionaries Roman Soldiers. 
Soldiers in the Legion depended on his own fighting ability to win 
the battle. 

publicans Roman tax collectors.  
They paid Rome ahead of time for the contracts, then they 
collected from the conquered people plus interest. 

emperor Absolute Ruler
Octavian was the first Roman emperor.

census Population count. 

Started to make sure people did not pay too little or too much tax.



domus Roman House.
Rich people lived these houses made with marble walls, colored 
stone floors and windows made of small panes of glass. 

gladiators Enslaved people, prisoners of war, criminals, or poor people who 
were trained by managers to fight animals and each other in 
arenas. 

inflation A period of ever-increasing prices.  
Money began to lose its value.
One of the reasons for the downfall of the Roman Empire. 

barter To exchange goods without using money.
After inflation the people in Rome began to barter, which 
worsened the economic situation. 

patricians Members of the oldest and richest families.  Only ones that could 
hold public office or perform certain religious rituals. 

plebeians Poorer citizens who paid taxes and served in the army.  They could 
not marry patricians or hold office.  If they fell into debt, they 
could be sold into slavery.

Senate A branch of the Roman Government.  Consisted of 300 men called 
senators who were chosen for life. They handled the daily 
problems of government. 

Republic Form of government where the people choose their rulers. Not 
everyone had equal say. 

Twelve 
Tablets

Twelve Tables or Twelve Tablets.
In 450 B.C. Roman laws were written down on 12 bronze tablets. 
They were placed in the Forum.  These laws applied to patricians 
and plebeians. These laws became the foundation for all future 
Roman laws. 

Council of 
Plebeians

An assembly of Plebeians. 
Also known as the Assembly of Tribes.   Tribunes were the elected 
officials of the Council.  



Ancient Rome – Important People

Important People                                                         Why are these people important?

Etruscans
The first civilized culture group that lived in Italy.  

Settled in Etruria around 800 B.C. 

Romulus
Main character in the legend that explains how Rome was founded. 

Remus
Brother of Romulus in the legend of how Rome was founded. 

Hannibal Barca
Carthaginian General that fought in the Second and Third Punic Wars. 
Surprised Roman army with different military tactics and elephants to 
cross Roman lines and surround the city.
He did not have enough supplies or equipment to take the capital.  

Lucius Cornelious 
Sulla

Sulla was an elected consul that did not get along with the other consul, 
Gaius Marius.  Sulla marched his army into Rome and seized the city. 
Sulla eventually made himself dictator. 

Julius Caesar

Named governor of a Roman province in 58 B.C.
Built a large, strong army that was loyal to him.
Became dictator of Rome in 46 B.C. 
Expanded Rome and made it powerful. 
Was killed on March 15, 44 B.C.  Beware the Ides of March!!

Mark Antony
Marcus Antonius.
Caesar's closest follower.  Took control of Rome's territories to the East 
after Caesar's death.

Augustus

Clever politician.  Consul. Tribune. High Priest. Senator.

Ruled Rome from 16 B.C. to 14 AD. 
Not interested in gaining new territory, but worked on governing the 
existing territories.

Marcus Aurelius
Became emperor in 161 AD.
Was kind, intelligent, and devoted to duty.
His son was the opposite. 

Constantine I
Tried to save the Roman empire. 
Became emperor in 312 AD and ruled until 337 AD. 
Took firm control of the Empire. 
Made new laws about people and their jobs. 


