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GUIDE TO READING NOTES9
Read Sections 9.3–9.7 in History Alive! The Ancient World.For each sec-
tion, write four things you learned about daily life for the members of that
social class. 

Pharaoh
9.3 Government Officials
• T h e  v izie r  s e r v e d  a s  c h ie f ju d g e , a p p o in te d  a n d  s u p e r v is e d  o th e r

o ffi c ia ls , a n d  a d v is e d  th e  p h a r a o h . 
• T h e  c h ie f tr e a s u r e r  c o l le c te d  ta x e s  in  th e  fo r m  o f s u c h  th in g s  a s

g r a in , c o w s , a n d  b e e r .
• T h e  g e n e r a l  o f th e  a r m ie s  a d v is e d  th e  p h a r a o h  o n  p r o te c tin g

E g y p t fr o m  in v a d e r s  a n d  h e lp e d  m a k e  a l l ia n c e s .
• G o v e r n m e n t o ffic ia l s  l iv e d  a  l i fe  o f lu x u r y , in c lu d in g  b a n q u e ts  w ith

e x o ti c  fo o d s  a n d  e n te r ta in m e n t.

9.4 Priests
• P r ie s ts  fo l lo w e d  m a n y  r u le s ,

s u c h  a s  b a th in g  s e v e r a l
tim e s  a  d a y .

• P r ie s ts  h a d  d iffe r e n t j o b s ,
s u c h  a s  a d v is in g  th e  

9.5 Scribes
• B e c o m in g  a  s c r ib e  w a s  o n e  o f th e  fe w  w a y s

m e n  c o u ld  r i s e  to  a  h ig h e r  s o c ia l  c la s s .
• S tu d e n ts  s p e n t 1 2  y e a r s  o r  m o r e  in  th e

s c r ib e  s c h o o ls .

9.6 Artisans
• E g y p tia n  a r ti s a n s  in c lu d e d  c a r p e n te r s ,  j e w e le r s ,  l e a th e r -

a n d  m e ta lw o r k e r s ,  p a in te r s ,  p o tte r s ,  s c u lp to r s ,  a n d  w e a v e r s .
• A r tis a n s  r a r e ly  r e c e iv e d  r e c o g n itio n  fr o m  th e  u p p e r  c la s s e s

fo r  th e ir  w o r k .

9.7 Peasants
• P e a s a n t l i fe  r e v o lv e d  a r o u n d  th r e e  s e a s o n s :  flo o d in g  s e a s o n , p la n tin g  s e a s o n ,

a n d  h a r v e s t s e a s o n .
• P e a s a n ts  o fte n  s a n g  s o n g s  to  h e lp  p a s s  th e  lo n g  h o u r s  w o r k in g  in  th e  fie ld s .

P o s s ib le  a n s w e r s :
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p h a r a o h  a n d  
s u p e r v is in g  c e r e m o n ie s .

• P r ie s ts  o v e r s a w  th e  
im p o r ta n t ta s k  o f 
e m b a lm in g  d e a d  b o d ie s .

• L i fe  in  s c r ib e  s c h o o ls  w a s  d iffic u lt, a n d
te a c h e r s  o fte n  b e a t th e ir  s tu d e n ts .

• S c r ib e s  u s e d  p e n s  m a d e  fr o m  r e e d s ,  p a p e r
m a d e  fr o m  p a p y r u s , w r i tin g  ta b le ts ,  a n d  tw o
in k  w e ll s .

• S to n e  c a r v in g  w a s  d i ffi c u lt w o r k  b e c a u s e  a r ti s a n s  w o r k e d
w ith  h a r d  r o c k  s u c h  a s  g r a n ite .

• A r tis a n s  a n d  th e ir  fa m il ie s  l iv e d  in  m o d e s t, r e c ta n g u la r
h o m e s  th a t w e r e  b a r e ly  1 0  y a r d s  lo n g .

• T h e  d ie t o f p e a s a n ts  w a s  s im p le :  b r e a d , b e e r ,  s o m e  v e g e ta b le s , a n d  
m a y b e  fis h .

• D u r in g  h a r v e s ttim e , p e a s a n ts  w e r e  a l lo w e d  to  g a th e r  a n d  k e e p  le fto v e r
g r a in , b u t th e y  a ls o  c o u ld  b e  b e a te n  i f th e y  h a d  a  p o o r  h a r v e s t.
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